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Abstract: The present paper discusses about the socio-economic status of women
living in two urban parts of Kokrajhar District of Assam. The study is mainly
based on primary data as well as secondary data. Primary data were collected by
filling responses in structured questionnaires and for that purpose a sample of
100 married women from each of the urban area was selected. The study deals
with various socio-economic indicators like sex ratio, work participation rate,
literacy rate, level of education, patterns of income- expenditure etc. Gender
Development Index is calculated to know the relative status of men and women
on the basis of literacy rate, work participation rate and earned income. The finding
of the study reveals that gender disparity is more prominent in Kokrajhar town
than that of Salakati town and Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) indicates
that women’s economic independence is significantly lower than their political
participation with respect to their male counterparts.

Keywords: Sex Ratio, Work Participation Rate, Literacy Rate, Gender Development
Index, Gender Empowerment Measurement, Equally Distributed Equivalent
Percentage

INTRODUCTION

Worldwide, the history of development of human society generally indicate
a dominant role either instinctively played or influentially assumed by male
members at familial, societal, national and even international levels. The
apparently hegemonistic behaviour exhibited by male members often
stemmed from the perceived need to ensure sustainable livelihood, security
of family, and maintenance of social order. The role of female members
used to be generally relegated to supporting male members in the latter’s
discharging of duties, upbringing progeny, and maintaining familial bonds.
Although this apparently discriminatory character of human social system
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may often be deemed natural in the light of observance of distinct roles
played by male and female members by many species of the animal kingdom
of the world who live in colonies or groups or families, yet the deliberate
subversion and aberrations of the spirit of the system by male members of
the human societies often result in the despicable phenomenon of “gender
discrimination” of women by men which, in turn, cause bias in behaviour,
conflicts amongst members, rifts in families, asymmetric development of
societies and stymieing growth of the nation.

With technological development, knowledge explosion and creation of
new avenues of opportunities worldwide, many societies are opening up
their closed systems, and are coming to terms with the realisation that
reorganisation of the control system of families by empowering women
members of the family to take decisions and to undertake activities
traditionally performed by male members would be beneficial. It is also
being realized that the status of women in a society is a significant indicator
as well as reflector of the level of social uprightness in that society and it is
by and large determined by the active roles played by women in various
spheres of life.

The discourse on the status of women in India is an age-old
multidimensional issue. The status of women in India has been subjected
to many great changes since ancient times. In ancient Vedic age, women
were treated equally with men. They were enjoying equal rights, status
and opportunities like their male counterpart. However the status of women
began to deteriorate during late medieval period. In pre-British era, before
the emergence of anti-colonial movement, the position of women was very
humiliating. Under British rule, some laws were enacted to impose ban on
Sati Pratha, Child marriage, female infanticide, etc. in order to liberate the
position of women in Indian society.

The Constitution of the independent India not only accorded equality to
women but also empowered the State to combat discrimination against
women. There are many Articles in the Constitution which reiterate the
commitment of the nation towards the socio-economic development of
women and uphold their political rights and participation in decision making.

However, despite provisions in the Indian Constitution and legal
safeguards, women continue to be victims of exploitation, primarily due to
hegemonistic attitudes of their male counterparts in the society.

The focus of the current research primarily being a community namely
the ‘Bodos’ of the north eastern region of India in the perspective of gender
equality and gender discrimination, it is imperative to present an overview
of the region’s socio-economic fabrics that are inter-woven and yet distinctly
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positioned. India’s North East Region (NER) is a paradise of a large number
of ethnic communities represented by an innumerable variety of tribes and
plains professing a wide range of beliefs, customs, cultures, languages,
traditions and social systems. The NER mainly comprises of eight contiguous
states and Assam is one of them. Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD)
is one of the autonomous regions of Assam which came into existence in the
year 2001. The BTAD consists of four contiguous districts — Kokrajhar,
Chirang, Baksa and Udalguri, administered through a council known as
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) which is situated at Kokrajhar. The
boundary of this region shares its proximity with Arunachal, West Bengal,
Bhutan and other parts of Assam. The region is inhibited predominantly by
Bodo language speaking ethnic group, Rajbongshi, Assamese, Bengalis,
Rabha, and other indigenous Mongoloid tribes. The region is industrially
backward and lagging behind the other states in respect of human capital,
employment of human resources, infrastructure development etc.

When the issue of empowerment comes in north eastern perspectives,
it becomes more complex due to multifaceted complex, geo-socioeconomic
back ground. There is a perception that the status of bodo women is higher
in comparison with the status of women in the rest of the country. Though
the women in this region generally enjoy greater mobility and visibility
compared to the other parts of the country, still like their counterpart of
other region, they have also been encountering a number of specific
problems over ages such as patriarchal social system, lack of access to
productive resources, minimal participation in decision making process, a
little financial autonomy etc.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

In the light of the above, the current research was planned to investigate
the following objectives:
i) To examine the socio-economic status of women in selected urban
part of Kokrajhar district.
ii) To examine the relative status of men and women, Gender
Development Indices (GDI) and Gender Empowerment Measure
(GEM) are calculated as the broad indicators of women
empowerment.

Data and Methodology

The present study is confined to two urban part of Kokrajhar district namely
Kokrajhar town and Salakati inhabited by 16,569 and 2,253 females
respectively (as per 2011 census). The purpose behind selecting only two
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towns i.e., Kokrajhar town (most populous) and Salakati town (least
populous) is that they provide an outline of the rest two towns of the district,
which remains uncovered in this study, so that an overview of the overall
status of women in whole urban part of the district may emerge.

A sample of 100 women from each of the urban area is selected. All the
sample women are married and preferably belong to the age group 18 to 55
years. To cover about 100 respondents, the number of households may be
varied from town to town.

The present study is mainly based on primary data. Primary data are
collected by filling responses in structured questionnaires whereas
secondary data are used mainly from District Census Handbook of
Kokrajhar district and other government publications. Objective-wise
detailed methodology is explained as follows:

To examine the socio-economic status of the women the analysis has
been divided into two parts.

In the first part overall socio-economic status will be examined by using
Gender Development Index (GDI) measurement. In the second part, some
socio-economic aspects like the educational status of the women, the
decision making power of the women, freedom of movement within and
outside the locality and monetary accessibility of the women will be
analyzed for knowing their present status on these aspects separately.GDI
reflects the status of development of the women. GDI will be measured by
considering two dimensions viz; social dimension and economic dimension
and it will be calculated following UNDP methodology as discussed below.

District wise GDI values are calculated separately for secondary data
as well as for primary data. In case of GDI computation on the basis of
secondary data, social dimension is reflected by literacy rate and economic
dimension is reflected by work participation rate; whereas for primary data,
social dimension is reflected by literacy rate and economic dimension is
reflected by earned income and work participation. GDI has been calculated
by the following three steps. Firstly, female and male indices in each
dimension are calculated according to this general formula:

Actual Value — Minimum Value

Dimension Index = - —
Maximum Value — Minimum Value
Maximum and minimum value would be as per the goalposts value
given in Human Development Report 2005.

Secondly, the female and male indices in each dimension are combined
in a way that penalizes differences in achievement men and women. The
resulting index is calculated according to the general formula:
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Equally Distributed Index=({[female population share(female index )]
+ [male population share (male index ')]}!/1-

Here, e measures the aversion to inequality. The value of € is the size of
the penalty for gender inequality. The larger the value, the more heavily a
society is penalized for having inequalities. If € = 0, gender inequality is not
penalized. As e increases towards infinity, more and more weight is given
to the lesser achieving group. The value 2 is used in calculating the GDL
This value places a moderate penalty on gender inequality in achievement.

Thus, the general equation becomes:

Equally Distributed Index = { female populfztionshare male populfztion share }_1
femaleindex maleindex
Equally Distributed Index gives the harmonic mean of female and male
indices. Thus GDI is the average of two component indices viz. Equally
Distributed Literacy Index (EDLI) and Equally Distributed Work
Participation Index (EDWPI), where

Equally Distributed Literacy Index =

female populationshare N male population share B
femaleliteracy index male literacy index

Equally Distributed Work Participation Index =

-1
emale population share male population share
pop + pop
emale work participationindex  male work participationindex
p p p p

Equally Distributed Income Index =

-1
female populationshare male populationshare
female earned incomeindex — malework participationindex

Gender Empowerment Measurement (GEM) captures the three key
areas in the present study such as political participation, economic
participation and power over economic resources, such that it can reflect
the political and economic status of women. For each of these above three
dimensions, an Equally Distributed Equivalent Percentage (EDEP) is
calculated as a population-weighted average which is similar to the general
formula of Equally Distributed Index. Following UNDP methodology for
political and economic participation, the EDEP is then indexed by dividing
it by 50. The rationale for this indexation is that in an ideal society, with
equal empowerment of the sexes, the GEM variable would be equal 50
percent, that is, women’s share would equal men’s share for each variable.
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RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
Regional geographical profile

Kokrajhar, an administrative district in the Bodoland Territorial Region
(BTR) of the state of Assam lies in the extreme west of the state. The total
geographical area of the district is 3,296 sq. Km that constitutes about 4
percent of total geographical area of Assam, and is pictorially presented in
Table 1. The total spread of the district is divided into urban and the rural
areas of about 16.32 sq. km and 3,279.68 sq. km respectively. Out of four
towns, Kokrajhar Municipal Board (MB) town is the most populous town
having population of 34,136 while Salakati Census Town (CT) is the least
populated one with 4,863 persons as per the 2011 Census of India. As per
that Census, the total population of the district is 887,142, which is 2.84
percent of State population, of which 51 percent is male and 49 percent is
female. Out of the total population of the district, 93.8 percent inhabit the
rural and 6.2 percent live in the urban areas of the district. The less
percentage of urban population indicates that most of the population dwells
in rural areas of the district. The total urban female population in the district
is 26,482 which is slightly more than 50 percent of total urban population.

Table 1: Geographical Area and Population in various Towns of Kokrajhar District

Town/District/State Area Total Population
(in Sq. Km.)

Persons Males Females
Gossaigaon (TC) 4 9068 4782 4286
Padmabil (CT 2.94 6874 3500 3374
Kokrajhar (MB) 8.24 34136 17567 16569
Salakati (CT) 1.14 4863 2610 2253
Dist Urban Kokrajhar 16.32 54941 28459 26482
Kokrajhar District 3296 887142 452905 434237
Assam 78438 31205576 15939443 15266133

Source: Census of India 2011 and 2001, Office of the Registrar General, India

Area wise, Kokrajhar (MB) is the largest town occupying 50 percent of
the total urban area of the district whereas Salakati (CT) is the smallest
town occupying only 7 percent of the total urban area of the district.
Kokrajhar Municipal Board has total administration over 7,420 houses to
which it supplies basic amenities like water and sewerage. It is also
authorized to build roads within its limits and impose taxes on properties
coming under its jurisdiction. Salakati Census Town has total administration
over 985 houses to which it supplies basic amenities like water and
sewerage.
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Table 2: Sex Ratio in Towns of Kokrajhar District

Town/District/State Sex Ratio Child Sex Sex Ratio  Change in Sex

(2011) Ratio (2011) (2001) ratio

for 0-6 age group

Gossaigaon (TC) 896 963 882 14
Padmabil (CT) 964 1018 0 -
Kokrajhar (MB) 943 915 906 37
Salakati (CT) 863 986 813 50
Dist(Urban) Kokrajhar 931 947 887 44
Kokrajhar District (Rural+Urban) 959 954 946 13
Assam 958 962 932 26

Source: Census of India 2011 and 2001, Office of the Registrar General, India

Sex Ratio

An important indicator of gender disparity is the number of females per
thousand males. The district had a sex ratio of 959 which is higher than the
state sex ratio of 958 as per the Census of 2011.

The Table 2 depicts the sex ratio of four towns in the Kokrajhar district
over the period from 2001 to 2011. In 2011, out of these 4 towns, Padmabil
(CT) recorded the highest sex ratio of 964, and the lowest of 863 sex ratio is
seen in Salakati(CT). Padmabil (CT) has also witnessed the highest child
sex ratio with 1,018 females per 1,000males in 2011. Thus, Padmabil census
town registered less gender disparity in 2011. The lowest child sex ratio of
915 females per1,000 males is seen in Kokrajhar (MB).

It is observed from the table that the aggregate sex ratio of all towns in
the district was 931 as per census 2011where as in 2001 it was 887. Thus, the
aggregate sex ratio of all the towns has increased by 44 females per 1,000
males during the period 2001 to 2011. The highest change in sex ratio was
observed in Salakati (CT) town and the lowest change is observed in
Gossaigaon town during a decade of 2001 to 2011.Though a positive change
in sex ratio of all the towns indicates an increase in number of female
population per 1,000 male population during the years from 2001 to 2011,
the overall trend of the sex ratio of the various towns of the Kokrajhar
district has remained unfavourable towards the female population.

Literacy rate

Women'’s access to education which is one of the important sources of
empowerment can be measured by gender gap in literacy rates. Table 3
describes the numbers of literates, illiterates and literacy rate(excluding
children under 6 years of age) by sex in towns of Kokrajhar district. In the
district, the number of literates in urban is 43415, which is 79 percent of the
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total urban population of which 82.79 percent are males and 74.97 percent
are females. If we look at the number of illiterate persons, number of male
illiterates surpasses the female illiterates in the case of all four towns as
well as the district as an aggregate. Among the towns in the district,
Kokrajhar (MB) recorded the highest and Salakati (CT) recorded the lowest
number of literates as well as illiterates. In terms of literacy rate, Gossaigaon
(TC) is the highest with 90.21percent and Salakati (CT) the lowest with
76.93 percent. Salakati (TC) recorded the highest gap in male-female literacy
rate with 14.9 percent, and the lowest is seen in Kokrajhar (MB) with 7.48
percent. It is notable that the female literacy rate is much lower than male
literacy rate in all the four town areas of Kokrajhar district. Though the
male and female literacy rates of all the towns under study are much higher
than the State’s overall average, but the female literacy rates of all the towns
are lagging far behind the male literacy rates. This is also clear from the
literacy gaps existing in all four towns which indicate a serious cause of
concern as men outperform women in basic educational attainment.

Work Participation Rate

The work participation rate indicates the access of the people to the means
of livelihood (Barman and Morang, 2016). Women’s work force participation
is a critical indicator of economic empowerment. Table 4 shows the number
and percentage of main workers, marginal workers and non-workers by
sex in towns of the Kokrajhar district as per the Census 0f2011. It may be
seen from this table that the percentage of total workers in all the towns is
38.49 percent, with 58.31 percent males and 17.2 percent females. The main
workers recorded 33.17 percent with 52.63 percent male and 12.26 percent
female whereas marginal workers recorded 5.32 percent with 5.67 percent
male and 4.94 percent female. Among the towns Salakati (CT) recorded the
highest percentage of total worker with 47.93 percent, and the lowest is
seen in Padmabil (CT) with 32.38 percent. In main-workers category the
highest percentage is seen in Salakati (CT) with 42.69 percent and the lowest
is seen in Padmabil (CT) with 25.55 percent. In marginal-workers category
the highest percentage is seen in Padmabil (CT) with 6.84 percent and the
lowest is seen in Gossaigaon (TC) with 2.53 percent. Looking at the male-
female participation, huge variation is observed in the category of main
workers in case of aggregate urban areas of the district as well as in all four
towns. In case of all the towns, much differences are not observed between
male-female segregation in the case of marginal workers but a significant
variation is observed in main workers category which ultimately leads to
colossal variation in male-female in case of total worker category which in
the end leads to the conclusion that female work participation rate is far
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lower than male work participation rate. This implies that low work
participation rate of female is an indication of less women's participation
in economic activities.

Descriptive Analysis of respondent women and Surveyed Households

In this section results of an empirical study are presented. In order to carry
out this empirical analysis a primary level household survey was conducted
in two selected towns of Kokrajhar district of Assam. From this survey and
field observations information about socio-economic and demographic
characteristics of households of the study areas was collected. The empirical
study is based on information collected from 200 households, 100 each from
two selected towns surveyed during the period 2018-19.

From Table 5, it is clear that majority of the respondents and their
households of both the selected towns are Hindu. Sample households belong
to Islam emerges second religious group whereas number of Christian
respondents is minimal. In case of social category, the number of Schedule
tribe respondent is much higher than any other category (65 percent and 60
percent respectively). This is so because the areas under study are tribal
dominated. As the sample survey covers only married women belong to
age group 18-55 years, the number of married respondents in both the
sample towns is significantly high where as the number of divorcee and
widow is almost negligible. Moreover, maximum number of respondents
belongs to age group of 36-45 years. Regarding occupation status, 39 percent
of women are engaged in business activities, where as 32 percent are job
holders in Kokrajhar (MB). On the other hand, in Salakti (CT) more than 50
percent women are not engaged in any economic activities. This means
that as far as occupation status is concerned, women in Salakati town are
less empowered than their counterpart in Kokrajhar (MB) town.

Demographic Characteristics of the Surveyed Population

From Table 6, it may be seen that on an average each family of Kokrajar
(MB) town has 3.69 members while maximum number in a family is 7. This
table shows that the half of the sample families has more than 1 child. The
average age of respondents in Kokrajar (MB) town is 37.22 years while the
average age of respondents” husband is 40.99 years which results in 3.77
years spousal age gap. The high values of Standard Deviation (SD) for
‘Duration of marriage” and ‘Age at marriage time’ reflect wide variation in
these two demographic characteristics. The average dependency ratio is
4493 percent. This means that almost half of the family members on average
depend on others for their bread and butter.
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It is also clear from Table 7 that on an average each family of Salakati
(CT) town has 5 members while maximum number in a family is 8 and the
minimum is 2. It is also obvious that the half of the sample families has
only 1 child. The average age of respondents in Kokrajar (MB) town is 32
years while the average age of respondents” husband is 37 years which
results in 4 years spousal age gap. The high values of Standard Deviation
(SD) for ‘Duration of marriage” and “Age at marriage time’ reflect wide
variation in these two demographic characteristics; but these variations are
less than that of Kokrajhar town.

The average dependency ratio is 53.52 percent. This means that more
than half of the family members on average depend on other for their bread
and butter.

Education status of Sample Households

Educational status is an important aspect under the social status of women
empowerment. Table 8 reveals the status of education between women
respondents and their husbands. It is clear that all the respondent women
and their respective husbands belong to both the towns had received
minimum formal education. In the case of higher education, wives are found
more educated than their husbands in both the towns. In Kokrajhar (MB)
town, the percentage of men having middle, high and higher secondary
education is more than their female counterparts. But in Salakati (CT) town
the percentage of women having high and higher secondary education is
more than their male counterparts. Thus, women of Salakati (CT) town are
found as being more qualified than their male counterparts in comparison
to women of Kokrajhar (MB) town.

Table 9 and Table 10 describe income-expenditure figures of sample
households of Kokrajhar (MB) and Salakati (CT) town respectively. The
average monthly per capita income of the families is more than their median
of monthly per capita income (PCI) in both the towns. This means that the
majority of the sample households lies above poverty line. The maximum,
minimum and Standard Deviation values indicate that the variations in
monthly PCI in Kokrajhar town are relatively higher than that of Salakati
town. In case of expenditure under various heads, families of both towns
spend relatively more on food and less on fuel. The differences between
monthly PCI and monthly per capita consumption expenditure indicate
that most of the households have the tendency of saving a part of their
income.

Thus, it may be concluded from the income as well as expenditure
patterns of surveyed households that the focus would be to examine the
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empowerment status of women of middle income grouped society of the
two selected towns.

Construction of Gender Development Index (GDI)

In this section, an attempt is made to construct town-wise Gender
Development Index (GDI) on the basis of available secondary data and
information collected from surveyed data as shown in Table 11. In fact, the
GDlis a gender-inequality adjusted measure of overall human development
(Klasen and Schuler, 2009) and is calculated to know the relative socio-
economic status of men and women. In Table 11, the Equally Distributed
Literacy Index (EDLI) and the Equally Distributed Work Participation Index
(EDWPI) were first calculated on the basis of Census data of 2011, separately
for both the towns, and then GDI was calculated by taking the average of
these two indices. Thereafter Equally Distributed Income Index (EDII) and
Equally Distributed Economic Index (EDEI) in additon to EDLI and EDWPI
were calculated on the basis of primary data (the procedures of calculation
are elaborately discussed in methodology part). EDEI is the average of
EDWPI and EDII whereas GDI is the average of EDLI and EDEL

Table 11: Town wise Gender Development Index in Kokrajhar District

Town Calculated on the basis of Calculated on the basis of
Secondary Data Primary Data Rank

EDLI EDWPI GDI  EDLI EDWPI EDII  EDEI GDI

Kokrajhar 0.29133 0.10573 0.19853 0.97542 0.34737 0.49499 0.42118 0.69830 1
(MB)
Salakati (CT) 0.23481 0.13882 0.18681 0.94457 0.33686 0.40406 0.37046 0.65751 2

Source: Calculated on the basis secondary data collected from census 2011 as well as from the
data of primary survey, June, 2018-Dec, 2020

Income indicator is considered as PPP US$. Income in terms of Rs. is converted to US$
(1 US$ =Rs. 76.48 as on April, 2020).

The goal post values are considered from the Human Development Report 2005

Table 12: Calculation of Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) based on Primary Data

Town EDEP EDEP (Work EDEP GEM Rank
(Political participation) — Participation)  (Income)

Kokrajhar MB) 1.65267 0.69474 0.04164 0.79635 1

Salakati (CT) 1.36719 0.67372 0.01721 0.68604 2

Source: Calculated from the data of primary survey, June, 2018-Dec, 2020

Income indicator is considered as PPP US$. Income in terms of Rs. is converted to US$
(1 US$ =Rs. 76.48 as on 12th April, 2020).

The goal post values are considered from the Human Development Report 2005
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It may be observed from the Table 11 that there is a wide difference
between Equally Distributed Literacy Index (EDLI) and Equally Distributed
Work Participation Index (EDWPI) in two towns as far as secondary and
primary data are concerned. The EDLI values are much higher than EDWPI
of which means that most of the literate women in these two towns are
having very low work participation rate. When towns are ranked as per
GDI value it is clear that Kokrajhar (MB) town is ahead of Salakati (CT)
town. In other words, women in Salakati (CT) town are relatively
underprivileged in respect of literacy rate, work participation rate and
earned income.The high values of Equally Distributed Indices calculated
on the basis of primary data indicate that gender inequality in education is
comparatively very high.

The Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM), an index that focuses on
three variables that reflects women’s participation in political decision-
making, their access to professional opportunities and their earning power
is calculated in Table 12. It is observed that gender empowerment is
relatively high in both the towns. The Equally Distributed Equivalent
Percentage (EDEP) of political participation is very high compared to that
of work participation and income. The Equally Distributed Equivalent
Percentage (EDEP) of income is very low in all the areas which in turn
results in lowering the value of GEM. This means that women’s economic
independence is significantly lower than their political participation with
respect to their male counterparts.

CONCLUSION

In recent perspectives, empowerment of women has become a serious area
of study. In fact, empowerment of women is a social-political ideal
envisioned in relation to the wider framework of women'’s rights. It would
be achieved only when advancement in the conditions of women is
accompanied by their ability to influence the direction of social change
gained through equal opportunities in economic, social and political spheres
of life. In light of results and analyses appeared above, the findings of the
study can be summarized as follows:

1. Sex ratio in selected towns is well below District’s aggregate sex
rato. This brings out the fact that there are less number of women
per 1000 men in the area under study which is not at all a healthy
trend for any society.

2. There exists significant gap between male and female literacy rate
which indicates that a significant number of women are devoid of
getting basic education facility.



Socio-Economic Status of Urban Women of Kokrajhar District of Assam 27

3. Incase of work participation rate female work participation rate is
far lower than male work participation rate which is an indication
of less women’s participation in economic activities.

4. The percentage of bodo and non-bodo women in Kokrajhar town
was 65 and 35 percent respectably whereas in Salakati town it
was and 60 and 40 percent respectively. This is so because the
areas under study are tribal dominated and therefore status of
women can’t be analysed separately for bodo and non-bodo
women.

5. Incidents of less domestic violence in both the towns indicate that
women are not physically humiliated.

6. It is observed that there is a wide difference between Equally
Distributed Literacy Index (EDLI) and Equally Distributed Work
Participation Index (EDWPI) in two towns. The EDLI values are
much higher than EDWPI which means that most of the literate
women in these two towns are having very low work participation
rate. If we rank towns as per GDI value it is clear that Kokrajhar
(MB) town is ahead of Salakati (CT) town. In other words, gender
disparity is more prominent in Kokrajhar town with respect to
literacy rate, work participation rate and earned income.

7. The various components of GEM reveal that women’s economic
independence is significantly lower than their political participation
with respect to their male counterparts in case of both the towns.
The greater GEM value of Kokrajhar town divulges the fact that
women of Kokrajhar are more empowered than their counterpart
of salakati town.

8. In case of educational qualification, though the total number of
highly qualified women is more in Kokrajhar (MB) but the women
of Salakati (CT) are found as being more qualified than their male
counterparts in comparison to women of Kokrajhar (MB) town.
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